


In countries across the Asia-Pacific region,
natural disasters are uprooting families, leaving
women and girls most at risk.

The effects of climate change are unavoidable
as storms intensify and droughts leave millions
vulnerable to food shocks, displacement and
even violence. Then there are earthquakes,
tsunamis and volcanic eruptions.

This collection of photographs takes us into
some of the communities where disasters are
being most acutely felt. From Bangladesh to
Samoa, women are taking an active role in
preparing for emergencies. By speaking up
and proactively taking action, they're helping
governments and civil society plan ahead and
ensure crucial supplies are on hand to help
women maintain their dignity, even when
disasters disrupt their lives.
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Papua New Guinea: 1 9-year-old Sima Billy is pregnant

and since her partner left her 6 ' months ago, she’s been
on her own. She lives in Mirigini village in Port Moresby
with her mother and she worries about the future for her
b, a got encouragement from a community health
volunteer to go early to the hospital. With distances
sometimes dauntingly far from informal settlements and
the level of care uncertain, many women in Papua N
Guinea do e antenatal care that could save lives.
Because S iltSthat relationship with the midwives
and docto een taking iron tablets and eating
fresh ve she and her moth ‘ord
them. @U +
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Indonesia: Close relationships with community health
networks in Indonesia have helped UNFPA develop
specially adapted kits for the elderly. “Through
the conversations about dignity, we heard that the
elderly were facing similar challenges (as women
and girls) but for a range of reasons,” says Elisabeth
Sidabutar, UNFPA Indonesia’s Humanitarian Program
Analyst. “They needed different clothing, supplies and
specialized advice about their health.” The innovation
in delivering targeted support for vulnerable members
of the community has been replicated in other disaster-
prone countries in the Asia-Pacific region. @UNFPA/
Indonesia















Without adequate clothing, menstrual supplies and hygiene items, women and
girls may be unable to access basic services, including humanitarian aid. That’s
why UNFPA distributes its trademark Dignity Kits during disasters, to reduce
vulnerability and connect women and girls to information, support and services.
Dignity Kits contain underwear, basic clothing, sanitary napkins, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap and laundry powder, as well as information on the services
that are available and how to access them. @UNFPA/Rose



The Asia-Pacific region is the most disaster-prone in the world.
In order to strengthen preparedness and build resilience,
UNFPA's Asia-Pacific Regional Office manages a flagship
programme, the Regional Prepositioning Initiative, supported
by Australia, which targets the most disaster-prone countries in
the region.

Since 2016 and as of November 2020, the Regional Prepositioning
Initiative has reached over 140,000 direct beneficiaries with
more than US$ 1.6 million worth of essential supplies to meet
the sexual and reproductive health needs of women and girls
and to prevent and respond to gender-based violence in 63
emergencies across 15 countries.

Prepositioning has dramatically improved UNFPA's humanitarian
response in Asia and the Pacific in terms of speed, quality
and efficiency. Prepositioning has also strengthened UNFPA's
reputation and reliability as a humanitarian actor, provided
new opportunities to advocate for measures to address
sexual and reproductive health and gender-based violence
during humanitarian responses, and helped to build trust with
governments and other partners.

These outcomes assist UNFPAs work in relation to the
humanitarian, development and peace-building nexus.

UNFPA is thankful to the Government of Australia, through its
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, for supporting the
Regional Prepositioning Initiative.
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