
Afghanistan

Humanitarian Response



Monthly Update   |   november 2021



Afghanistan Humanitarian Response   |   Monthly Update

SITUATION 

OVERVIEW

The impact of the recent upheaval 
continues to be felt across the country, 
including in the social services sector.    
With the onset of winter, health care needs 
across the country are increasing, thereby 
adding burden to the already vulnerable 
health sector. 


The suspension of the World Bank-funded Sehatmandi 
Project kept most health facilities closed. For hospitals 
that remained operational, staff are working under 
difficult conditions with depleting medical supplies, 
unpaid salaries, and shortage of human resources.




Protection and safety issues are also on the rise 
especially among women, children, and people with 
disabilities, according to UNOCHA. 




UNFPA supports 279 facilities through various partners 
on the ground to support uninterrupted provision of 
reproductive, maternal, newborn, case management, child 
and adolescent health and protection services, 
especially for those most in need.

Total affected population

18.4M*
Women of reproductive age

4.4M

Currently

pregnant women

430,174

12

Live births

in the next 12 months

573,565

3

Live births

in the next 3 months

143,391
Pregnancies

that will experience

complications

in the next 3 months

21,509

Adolescent girls

(10-19)

2.2M
Young adolescent girls

(10-14)

1.28M

Population Pregnancies

Adolescent girls

(*Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021) 
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123,000 received reproductive 

health and protection services

in November
UNFPA scales up humanitarian assistance for               
the most vulnerable population in Afghanistan, 
reaching 123,000 people in November as the crisis 
surpassed the 100-day mark and is now entering                
a tough winter.




 which 
provide maternity services (deliveries, antenatal and 
postnatal care). The Family Health Houses offer valuable 
support to the troubled health system as most health 
facilities remain closed following the suspension of the 
Sehatmandi Project.





 The two helplines 
supported by UNFPA – Midwifery Helpline and Youth 
Health Line – also remained open and responded to a 
total of 13,475 queries and calls for support. There were 
also 3,751 young people assisted at 26 Youth Health 
Corners.





Protection and psychosocial support services available 
through 

The number includes 4,612 beneficiaries assisted in 171 
Family Health Houses across the country,

Through 23 Mobile Health Teams, 58,469 people in the 
most remote areas received maternal, newborn, child, 
and adolescent health care.

81 static facilities and mobile teams reached 
42,697 people during the month.





SUPPORTED FACILITIES
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171
Family Health 


Houses

23
mobile health


teams

4
Emergency


Clinics*

81
Protection 


and psychosocial 

support facilities


Psychosocial support services: 

an indispensable intervention

Psychosocial support services 
are as life-saving as food, water 
and shelter in any humanitarian 
response, especially for people 
who have experienced extremely 
distressing events or have been 
displaced.


UNFPA integrates psychosocial support services into its 
reproductive health and protection interventions. Since 
the tumultuous month of August, more than 150,000 
people have sought psychosocial counseling through 
mobile outreach teams and static clinics. 

Data also show an increasing number of people who access 
the services, demonstrating the need to maintain or scale up 
psychosocial support services throughout the crisis response.
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(*Milak border in Nimroz, Torkham border in Nangarhar, Spin Boldak in Kandahar, and returnees transit center in Herat)
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Emergency health kits

ensure maternal and newborn care

“Shortages of equipment, supplies and medicine, a lack of fuel and heating facilities, 
especially now with winter approaching, and uncertain support from partners are just 
some of the challenges we’re facing,” said Shahla Oruzgani, head midwife at the maternity hospital.



At the Ahmad Shah Baba Hospital, where Dr. Aqila Bahrami works, the outlook is no less bleak. “We used to 
receive regular support from an international NGO, but their staff left in the aftermath 
of the events in August. Now we are in serious need of medical supplies,” she told UNFPA.




These two hospitals were among the first in Afghanistan to receive emergency reproductive health kits from 
UNFPA. The kits contain essential drugs, medicine and equipment to ensure safe deliveries and support the 
reproductive, maternal and newborn health needs of at least 328,000 people.



More than 300 kits are being provided to hospitals and through mobile health teams, both in Kabul and across 15 
provinces, with additional distributions planned for the coming weeks.



Since Kabul fell to the Taliban in August, more and more women have been seeking maternal health care from the 
Malalai hospital, many of them internally displaced from the northern provinces of Afghanistan into the capital. 
Although the number of patients has gradually returned to normal as the displaced moved elsewhere, the 
hospital’s supplies have been left badly depleted.



Ms. Oruzgani fears the situation could get far worse should the healthcare system fail completely. In a country 
where a woman dies every two hours from pregnancy-related complications, Ms. Oruzgani said: “The kits are 
critical at this time, as hospital resources are running out and the support we were 
receiving has dwindled. We can’t be sure where our next assistance will come from.” 


The Malalai Maternity Hospital is one of Kabul’s busiest, welcoming around 85 
babies into the world every day, including 20 by Caesarean section. But the 
ongoing crisis in the country is drastically undermining the staff’s capacity to 
care for their patients.



Read the full story: https://bit.ly/3El7dSy

https://bit.ly/3El7dSy
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Funding status
Funding

requirement($)

$29.2M
Funding

received($)

$21.7M

money received Amount in usd (us$)

Afghanistan Humanitarian Fund 424,969

Australia 1,433,000

EU/DG-ECHO 1,811,000

Denmark 4,750,000

New Zealand 1,040,000

Norway 1,700,000

Republic of Korea 2,000,000

Slovenia 90,000

United Kingdom 2,653,000

United States 5,840,000

TOTAL RECEIVED 21,742,069

United States
5,840,000

Denmark
4,750,000

United Kingdom
2,653,000

Republic of Korea
2,000,000

EU/DG-ECHO
1,811,000

Norway
1,700,000

Australia
1,433,000

New Zealand
1,040,100

Slovenia
90,000

Funding

gap:

26%
Funding

received:

74%

Afghanistan 
Humanitarian Fund


424,969

For more information, contact:



Dr. Aleksandar Sasha Bodiroza

Representative, UNFPA Afghanistan



E-mail: bodiroza@unfpa.org


